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St John Wrote

' Three
Epistles

Christ is the

The Gospel
Christ 1s God
Divinity

“That you may
believe” (20:31)

Propitiation (2:2)

Kononia

“That you may

know” (5:13)

Revelation

Christ is the King

Glory

“That you may
see” (3:18)




1 John "The Life"
2 John "The Truth"

3 John "The Way"
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UNIQUENESS OF THE BOOK

1. It has mo traditional introduction (from
whom, to whom).

2. It has no personal greetings or closing
message.

There is no mention made of personal names.
The emly NT Epistles which do not include
the name of the author are Hebrews and I
John.

The centrality of Jesus.

(“Know” used 27 times)



The gmeostic heresy of the first century
forms the background for | John and the
Gospel of John.



AUTHOR

A. The authorship of | John Is part of the
debate over the authorship of the Johannine
corpus —

the Gospel, I John, 11 John, 111 John and
Revelation.

B. There are two basic positions

1. Traditional

a. Tradition was unanimous among the early
Church fathers that John, the beloved
Apostle, was the author of | John



b. Summary of early church evidence

(1) St Clement of Rome (A.D. 90) makes
allusions to | John

(2) St Polycarp of Smyrna, Philippians 7
(A.D. 110-140) quotes | John

(3) St Justin Martyr’s, Dialogue 123:9 (A.D.
150-160) guotes | John

(4) Allusions to | John are made in the
writings of

(a) St Ignatius of Antioch (date of his writings
are uncertain but in early A.D. 100's)



(b) Papias of Hierapolis (born between A.D.
50-60 and martyred about A.D. 155)

(5) St Irenaeus of Lyons (A.D. 130-202)
attributes | John to the Apostle John.
Tertullian, an early apologist who wrote 50
books against heretics, often quoted | John
(6) Other early writings which attribute
authorship to John the Apostle are Clement,
Origen and Dionysius all three of Alexandria,
the Muratorian Fragment (A.D. 180-200) and
Eusebius (third century).



(7) St Jerome (second half of fourth
century) affirmed John’s authorship but
admitted that it was denied by some In
his day.

(8) Theodore of Mopsuestia, Bishop of
Antioch from A.D. 392-428, denied

John’s authorship.



What we do know about John the Apostle?

(1) He was the son of Zebedee and Salome
(2) He was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee
with his brother, James (possibly owned
several boats)

(3) Apparently he was wealthy because he
had:

(a) hired servants (cf. Mark 1:20)

(b) several boats

(4) St John had access to the High Priest’s
home In Jerusalem, which shows he was a
person of some renown (cf. John 18:15-16)



(5) It was St John Iin whose care St Mary, the
Theotokos, was committed

(6) Early Church tradition unanimously
testified that St John outlived all of the other
Apostles, and after the dormition of St Mary
In Jerusalem he moved to Asia Minor and
settled in Ephesus, the largest city in that
area.

From this city he was exiled to the Island of
Patmos (just off the coast) and was later

released and returned to Ephesus (Eusebius
guotes St Polycarp, St Papias and St Irenaeus).



DATE

We are talking about some time during the
close of the first century.

This would give time for the development of
the gnostic false theological/philosophical
systems and also would fit into the
terminology of | John (“little children”),
which seems to imply an older man talking to
a younger group of believers.

St Jerome says John lived 68 years after
Jesus’ crucifixion.

This seems to fit with this tradition.



RECIPIENTS

A. Tradition asserts that this Book was

written to the Roman Province of Asia Minor,
with Ephesus being its major metropolitan
area.

B. The Epistle seems to have been sent to a
specific group of churches in Asia Minor
which were experiencing a problem with false
teachers (like Colossians and Ephesians),

specifically Docetic Gmostics who denied the
humanity of Christ, but affirmed His deity.



C. St Augustine (fourth century) says it was

written to the Parthians (Babylon).
He is followed by Cassiodrus (early sixth century).

This probably came from the confusion of the
phrase “the elect lady,” and the phrase, “she
who is in Babylon,” which are used In | Peter
5:13 and Il John 1.

D. The Muratorian Fragment, an early
canonical list of NT books written between
A.D. 180-200 in Rome, asserts that this
Epistle was written “after the exhortation of

his fellow disciples and bishops.”



The First Epistle of St John

Ch. 1-3

Right
Behavior

Orthopraxy

Ch. 4-5

Right
Believe

Orthodoxy

5:13-21

Right
Reward




ORTHODOXY
(beliefs)

ORTHOPRAXY 3" ORTHOPATHY
(practice) (feelings)




|. Introduction—1:1-4

I1. The tests of true fellowship

God is light—1:5-2:29

A. Obedience—1:5-2:6 (*'saying" vs. "*doing"")

B. Love—2:7-17

C. Truth—2:18-29

[11. The tests of true sonship

God Is love—chapters 3-5

A. Obedience— 3

B. Love— 4

C. Truth— 5




1John 1:1-2:2 - Communion.,

1 John 2:3-11 — Commandments.
1 John 2:12-27 — Conflicts.
1John 3 - Contrasts.

1John 4:1-6 — Caution.
1John 4:7-5:3 - Charity.
1 John 5:4-21 — Conquering.







FATHERLY INSTRUCTION TO “DEAR CHILDREN”

*»Seven Reasons why this Epistle written.
e 1:3,4, 2:1, 13-17, 21-24, 26, 5:13

s*Seven Tests of true Christian life:
e 1:6, 3, 10; 2:4, 6, 9, 4:20.




*»Seven Reasons why this epistle written.

e 1:3, 4, 2:1, 13-17, 21-24, 26, 5:13

“That which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have
fellowship with us.”

“And these things we write to you that your joy
may be full.”

“My little children, these things I write to you,

so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous.”




“I write to you, fathers,
Because you have known Him who
IS from the beginning.
I write to you, young men,
Because you have overcome the
wicked one.
I write to you, little children,
Because you have known the
Father.”




“I have not written to you because you do

not know the truth, but because you know It,
and that no lie Is of the truth.

22\\/ho is a liar but he who denies that Jesus
IS the Christ? He iIs antichrist who denies the
Father and the Son. 23\Whoever denies the

Son does not have the

Father either: he who

acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

Therefore let that abic

heard from the beginr

e In you which you
Ing. If what you heard

from the beginning abides In you, you also
will abide In the Son and In the Father.”




“These things I have written to you
concerning those who try to decelve you.”

“These things I have written to you who
believe In the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have eternal
life, and that you may continue to believe
In the name of the Son of God.”




*»Seven Reasons why this epistle written.

e 1:3, 4, 2:1, 13-17, 21-24, 26, 5:13
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s*Seven Tests of true Christian life:

e 1:6, 3, 10; 2:4, 6, 9, 4:20.

“If we say that we have fellowship with
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do
not practice the truth.”

“If we say that we have no sin, we decelve
ourselves, and the truth iIs not in us.”

“If we say that we have not sinned, we
make Him a liar, and His word Is not In
us.”




“He who says, “I know Him,” and does
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and
the truth 1s not In him.”

“He who says he abides in Him ought
himself also to walk just as He walked.”

“He who says he is in the light, and hates
his brother, 1s In darkness until now.”

“If someone says, “I love God,” and hates
his brother, he Is a liar.”




s*Seven Tests of true Christian life:

e 1:6, 3, 10; 2:4, 6, 9, 4:20.
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St John writes in black and white (dualistic,

contrast) terms.

Structured literary dualism is both verbal (light
versus dark)

and stylistic (a negative statement followed by a
positive one).

This is different from the Gospel of John, which
employs a vertical dualism (from above versus
from below).

e ()







The love
of the
Father

Who does the
will of God
abides
forever

If anyone
loves the
world

The world
IS passing
away




He who
acknowle
dges

He who Whoever

practices commits
righteousness sin




Righteous

The
The children :
of God children of

the devil




The spirit
of the
it Antichrist

The Spirit of




The spirit The spirit
of truth of error

We are of They are of
God the world




-

I God is Light m
IGod IS Righteous m

I God 1s Omniscient E

God i1s love




God i1s Invisible
(4:12)%8 aal 5 yhaiy ol 4l o

God Is Life
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God 1s Truth
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The Fellowship (Kononia):
“That you also may have fellowship
with us;
and truly our fellowship Is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ.”
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The Requirements for the Fellowship:
1- We walk In light: (1:6-7).
2- We know our sins: (1:8).
3- We confess our sins: (1:9).

4- We keep His commandments:

(2:3-8- 5:2-3).
5- We abide in Him: (2:28)
A- Baptism: (Gal. 3:25)

B- Chrismation (2:20,27)
C- The Holy Eucharist:
(John 6:56)



D- “He who says he abides in
Him ought himself also to walk
just as He walked.”  (2:6)

6- We love each other:  (3:17).

The Enemies of the Fellowship:
The Devil

The Lusts of the world
The Lusts of the flesh



St John's audience had been hearing
many false teachings about sin.
Some false teachers said that sin didn't

affect a person's relationship with God at
all.

Some said that the sinful nature was
dead and people could become
completely sinless.

Others denied the existence of sin
altogether.



St John began his epistle by attacking all
those 1deas.
Sin iIs real, and all people sin.

God does distinguish between those who
persistently sin and those who don't (1:6,
7).

The bottom line is: All Christians must
deal with sin.

If we were capable of living without sin,
then Jesus would not have needed to die
as the ""sacrifice' for our sins



and for the sins of all the world (2:2).
We would not need confession, and we
would not need Christ.

In reality, all of us are guilty before God
and need to be purified from sin.
Fortunately, God has made a way.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and
Jjust and will forgive us and cleanse us

(1:9).




NU-Text and M-Text omit the words
from in heaven (verse 7) through on earth
(verse 8).

Only four or five very late manuscripts
contain these words In Greek.

But omitting It does not affect the
teaching at all.
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INTRODUCTION

II John deals with the problem of
heretical, itinerant (traveling) preachers,
while III John deals with the admonition
to help itinerant Christian preachers.






Verse 1 and 13

The beginning and the end, use identical

terminology:

The children of your
elect sister greet you.

To the elect lady
and her children
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The Lord (kyrioes), and thus the Church is
easily called “kyria,” the feminine of kyrios.

(St Clement of Alexandria, Hilary of Arles)
The elect ladv was a church .




The Elder

The Presbyter

It means more than “old man.”
In the NT there Is not always a
distinction between bishops and
presbyters.

Neither the lady’s children nor her
nephews (verse 13) are mentioned by
personal names,;

and the pronoun “you” In verses 8, 10,
and 12 is plaral.



It is a short Epistle fits in one papyrus sheet.
Theme:
Truth

“whom I love in truth.”

gl el Ul

“but also all those who have known the truth”

(aad) 158 e 28 Cpdl) anan

(v. 1)
“because of the truth which abides in us and
will be with us forever”
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(V. 2)



Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you
from God the Father and from the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth
and love.
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(v. 3)

I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of
your children walking in truth
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The polarity between believers and
deceivers.

There are those who know the truth, in
whom it abides, and who walk in the
truth with love (1-6).

And there are the others, antichrists,
who do not confess Jesus Christ coming
in the flesh (7).



Outline

I Introduction (1-3) |-
I Thanksgiving  (4) |-
I Body (5-11) |-
I Conclusion (12-13) |-




l Benediction (1-3) -

* Love in truth

! Pleading (4-6) I

 Walk In truth - Practice the truth

! Beware (7-11) I

» Abides in truth - Protecting the truth

! Farewell (12-13) I

« Joy is the fruit of kononia.




Outline

|. Introduction
e 2 John 1-3

I1. Practicing the truth
« 2 John 4-6

[11. Protecting the truth
e 2 John 7-11

V. Conclusion
e 2 John 12-13







The Story:
When St John left a public bath because
of a gnostic heretic Cerinthus.
“Reject a divisive man after the first and
second admonition, ! knowing that such
a person is warped and sinning, being
self-condemned.”
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(Titus 3:10-11)



The danger The danger
of going with of going
false back
teachers (vv.

10-13) (v. 8)

The danger of going
beyond the limits of
the Word of God

.9




“Having many things to write to you, I

did not wish 7o do so with paper and ink;

but I hope to come to you and speak face

to face, that our joy may be full.”
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He was concerned that this godly Lady not permit
anything false to come into her house
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(2 John 10) or into the assembly.

The dominant feelings in this little epistle are those
of friendship and joy, even though these are mixed
with concern and warning.

If you and | are to keep our homes true to Christ,
then we must have the same characteristics as this
family to which St John wrote.









There are three different men specifically

named in III John:

1. Gaius (a godly man in the recipient church)
a. There are three Gaius’s mentioned in
other parts of the Bible: Gaius of

Macedonia,
Acts 19:29: Gaius of Derbe, Acts 20:4: and
Gaius of Corinth, Rom. 16:23: | Cor. 1:14.

b. “Apostolic Constitutions” list the
Gaius of 111 John as the Bishop of
Pergamum, appointed by St John.




2. Diotrephes (a godless trouble-maker in
the recipient church)

a. This is the only mention of this man In
the NT. His name Is a very rare name
which means “nursed of Zeus.” How
Ironic it is that man named after “Zeus”
would be against travelers when “Zeus”
was the “protector of travelers.”

b. His attitude Is exposed In verses 9-10.



3. Demetrius (the bearer of St John’s
Epistle to this local church)

a. Apparently he Is one of the traveling
missionaries and the bearer of the
Epistle from the Apostle in Ephesus.

b. “The Apostolic Constitutions” lists
Demetrius as the Bishop of Philadelphia,
who was appointed by the Apostle John.



Genuine leadership Vvs.
false leadership
[t exhorts the Church to
persevere In the true faith
which She has recelved.






Truth
Vv.1, 3.4,8, 12



{ I. Gaius, a beloved believer

« 3John 1-8

[ I1. Diotrephes, a proud believer I

« 3John 9-10

{ ITI. Demetrius, an exemplary believer J

« 3John 11-12

{ IV. Conclusion

« 3John 13-14



The Third Epistle of St

John

Commendation
of Gaius

(5-8)

Condemnation
of Diotrephes

(9-11)

Recommendation
of Demetrius

(12)




« Walk in
truth

I Diotrephes

* loves to have
ﬂm
preeminence

* Pride

Demetrius

* has a good
testimony
from all

o

 The
hospitable
Galus

 Good and
bad in the
Church

13-15

e Farewell
greetings




Similarities between 2 John & 3 John

“Having many things to
write to you, I did not
wish 7o do so with paper
and ink; but I hope to
come to you and speak
face to face, that our joy
may be full.”

“I had many things to write,
but I do not wish to write to
you with pen and ink; “ but
I hope to see you shortly,
and we shall speak face to
face. Peace to you. Our
friends greet you. Greet the
friends by name.”
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Prophet

The
Samaritan
woman said
| “Sir, I perceive
| that You are a
| prophet” based
| on Christ’s
behavior.

3 0 0
0
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(Q € Denavio

The blind man

sald to the
Pharisees “He
is a prophet”
based on
Christ's
behavior when

they were
questioning him.

False Prophet
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