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Living HOPE

An ancient Roman saying is still quoted
today and, like most adages (proverbs), It
has an element of truth but no guarantee

of certainty.
It Is not the fact of life that determines
hope, but the faith of life.
A Christian has a "living hope"
> sy
(1 Peter 1:3, NASB)



because his faith and hope are in God
A A Lt aSela g aSilayl ¢
(1 Peter 1:21).
This "living hope" Is the major theme of
St Peter's first Epistle.
He Is saying to all believers, '""Be
hopeful!"



The Writer (1 Peter 1:1)

He identified himself as ""Peter, an
apostle of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1:1).
Some liberals have guestioned whether a
common fisherman could have penned
this Epistle, especially since St Peter and
St John were both called "unlearned and
ignorant men" (Acts 4:13).



His given name was Simon,
but our Lord Jesus changed it to Peter,
which means "a stone'" (John 1:35-42).
The Aramaic equivalent of "Peter" Is
"Cephas,'" so Peter was a man with three
names.
Nearly fifty times in the New Testament,
he Is called "Simon'"';
and often he Is called ""Simon Peter."



Saint Peter’s Square In Rome with the

Basilica in the background



St Peter wrote from experience

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
Lusaila Jgag 1) dualS aSasad (bl (Y ) g gl 5 ) saual
S daliy (e
(1 Pet. 5:8)

“Who, when He was reviled, did not revile in
return; when He suffered, He did not
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously.”
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(1 Pet. 2:23).

“But let none of you suffer as a
murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other people’s matters.”
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(1 Pet. 4:15).



“For we did not follow cunningly devised
fables when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His
majesty.”
£ gy Uiy ) 5 58y aSLB o ) daiiaa cild) )4 aiii ol LY
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(2 Pet. 1:16).



This Epistle is also associated with Silas
(Silvanus, 1 Peter 5:12).
He was one of the "chief men" In the
early church
b oAV (A (padiia Cala ) S g Liba y uitlal) 12 g4
(Acts 15:22)
and a prophet
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(Acts 15:32).



After A.D. 63 Pontus, located in northern
Asla Minor, ceased to exist as a client
kingdom of Rome.

Yet St Peter lists Pontus first in the
letter’s address (1:1).
Furthermore, the element of persecution,
which pervades the letter, suggests that

St Peter wrote 1t in A.D. 63 or a little
earlier, that is, shortly before his martyrdom
In Rome under Nero about A.D. 65 (67).



The Recipients (1 Peter 1:1)

St Peter called them "strangers"
O al
(1 Peter 1:1),
which means "resident aliens,
sojourners."
They are called "strangers and pilgrims"
In 1 Peter 2:11.
sY R g sy as
These people were citizens of heaven
through faith in Christ (Phil. 3:20).



It IS possible that Silas was the bearer of
this Epistle to the believers in the
provinces,

and also the secretary who wrote the
epistle.



|_ocation of Recipients

Antioch

lconium

* Lystra
«Derbe - Tarsus
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Anti\:béh

Mediterranean Sea




Cappadoia, one of the provinces named In
the address of 1 Peter



The First Epistle of St Peter

Pain from outward
Persecution

The Second Epistle of St Peter

Pain from inward
False Teachers



The Message (1 Peter 5:12)

First Peter iIs an Epistle of
encouragement (1 Peter 5:12).

We have noted that the theme of
suffering runs throughout the Epistle,
but so also does the theme of glory
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(see 1 Peter 1:7-8, 11, 21; 2:12; 4:11-16; 5:1, 4,
10-11).



Ch. 1 Salvation And Sufferings

Ch. 2 Our Relation With Christ Our Rock

Ch. 2 Our Social Relations In The Lord Jesus

Ch. 3 Our Family Relations In The Lord Jesus

Our Relations With Those Suffering In The

Ch.3 Lord Jesus

Ch. 4 Tribulations And The Life Of Holiness




Salvation And Sufferings Ch. 1-2:10

A. Live in hope—1:1-12

B. Live in holiness—1:13-21

C. Live in harmony—1:22-2:10




SUBMISSION—2:11-3:12

A. Submit to authorities—2:11-17

B. Submit to masters—2:18-25

C. Submit In the home—3:1-7

D. Submit in the church—3:8-12




SUFFERING-3:13-5:11

A. Make Jesus Christ Lord—3:13-22

B. Have Christ's attitude—4:1-1 11

C. Glorify Christ's name-4:12-19

D. Look for Christ's return—5:1-6

E. Depend on Christ's grace—5:7-14
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The Children of God

“Obedient Children”
(1:14)
“Newborn Babes”
(2:2)

“Living Stones”
(2:5)

“A Holy Priesthood”
(2:5)



“A Royal Priesthood”

(2:9)
“A Chosen Generation”
(2:9)
“A Holy Nation”
(2:9)
“His Own Special People”

(2:9)

“The People Of God”
(2:-10)



“Sojourners And Pilgrims”
(2:11)
“Christian”

(4:16)

“The Flock Of God”
(5:2)



The Children of God
dsUal) oY 4l<
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(2: 11).

(4 16)
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(5:2)






Praise God
2 Cor. 1:3
Eph. 1:3
1 Pet. 1:3
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(2 Cor. 1:3).

AS 3 JS LS b (o) rameall £ gy Uy g3 il & jlpa
amsal) b by sasdl (b
(Eph. 1:3).
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Virtues
-“A living hope” (1:3)
*“The genuineness of your faith”
(1:7)
*“Whom having not seen you love.”
(1:8)

*““You rejoice with JOY inexpressible and
full of glory.”

(1:8)



Of this salvation (1:10-12)

“*The Prophets have inquired and
searched carefully.

“*The Apostles have preached the
gospel to you.

“*The angels desire to look into.



Our relation with Christ our

Ch. 2 Rock

The Past The Present

“Of Him who called “into His marvelous
you out of darkness” light”

“Who once were not a “But are now the

people” people of God”

“Who had not “But now have
obtained mercy” obtained mercy”

(2:9-10)




OQur Social Relations In

Ch. 2 The Lord Jesus

A. Submit to authorities (2:11-17)
B. Submit to masters (2:18-25)

C. Submit in the home (3:1-7)
D. Submit in the Church (3:8-12)



Our family relations in

the Lord Jesus

Submission is an obligation

(v. )

Submission is an opportunity
(vv. 1-2)

Submission is an ornament
(vv. 3-6)



“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding,
giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers
may not be hindered.” (3:7)

* “dwell with them”

Physical * "The two shall be one flesh" (Eph.
5:31).

Jhiiidl4&1) 1]k« “with understanding”

T pnetioip sl e« “giving honor to the wife”

. * “that your prayers may not be
Spl ritual hindered”
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Ch. 4 Tribulations And The Life
' Of Holiness
1. Be serious (v.7)
2. Watchful in your prayers (v.7)
3. Have fervent love (v. 8)
4. Be hospitable (v.9)

5. Minister your gifts (vv. 10-11)
6. Do not think it strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you (v. 12)



7. Rejoice (v. 13)

8. Do not be ashamed (vv. 15-16)
9. Glorify God (vv. 16-18)
10. Commit yourself to God (v. 19)



Tribulations And The Life

Ch. 4 . .
Of Holiness
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Our suffering means fellowship with Christ

Our suffering means glory in the future

Our suffering brings to us the ministry of the

I Holy Spirit -

Our suffering enables us to glorify His name




Our suffering means fellowship with Christ
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Our suffering means glory in the future
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Our suffering brings to us the ministry of the
Holy Spirit
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Our suffering enables us to glorify His name



oo

How to be a good shepherd 1 Peter 5:1-4

Be Humble (1 Peter 5:5-7)
e

Spiritual Warfare (5:8-11)
e

Farewell Greetings (5:12-14)
o




“But may the God of all grace,
who called us to His eternal glory
by Christ Jesus,
after you have suffered a while,

perfect,
establish,
strengthen,

and settle you.”
(5:10)
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The First Epistle of St Peter

Pain from outward
Persecution

The Second Epistle of St Peter

Pain from inward
False Teachers



Categories of Canonization

Eusebius used three categories to
describe Christian writings:
1. accepted
2. disputed
3. spurious



Eusebius included Il Peter along with James,
Jude, 11 John, and 111 John in category 2 (l.e.
disputed).

Eusebius accepted | Peter;
had doubts about 11 Peter,
and rejected as spurious other supposed
writings of Peter
(1) the Acts of Peter;

(2) the Gospel of Peter;

(3) the Preaching of Peter;

And (4) the Apocalypse of Peter.



AUTHORSHIP

A. This Is the most disputed NT Book as
to traditional authorship.
B. The reasons for these doubts are both
internal (its style and content)
and external (its late acceptance).*



INTERNAL CONCERNS

__INTERNALCONCERNS
a. The style is very different from | Peter.
This was recognized by Origen and St
Jerome.

(1) Origen acknowledged that some rejected
St Peter’s authorship, yet he quoted from 11
Peter six times in his writings.

(2) St Jerome attributed this to St Peter’s use
of a different scribe.

He also acknowledges that some In his day

rejected St Peter’s authorship.




(3) Eusebius addresses this concern in
Eccl. His. 3:3:1: “but the so-called
second Epistle we have not received as
canonical,
but nevertheless it has appeared useful to
many, and has been studied with other
Scripture.”

b. The style of Il Peter Is very distinctive.
In The Epistle of James, Peter and Jude
In the Anchor Bible, pp. 146-147, B.
Reicke calls It “Asianism.”



“It was called ‘Asian’ style because Its
foremost representatives came from Asia
Minor, and it was characterized by a
loaded, verbose, high-sounding manner
of expression leaning toward the novel
and bizarre, and careless about violating
classic ideals of simplicity. . .

Our epistle was undoubtedly written In
conformity with the rules of the Asian
school which was still important during
the first Christian century.”



c. Itis possible that St Peter attempted to
write in a language (i.e. Koine Greek) in
which he was not fully functional.

His mother tongue was Aramaic.



a. Is this a typical first century letter?
(1) It has a typical opening and close
(2) 1t, however, seems to be a cyclical

Epistle to several churches, like
Galatians, Ephesians, James, and | John
b. It may be a specialized Jewish genre
called ““testament,” which Is
characterized by:



(1) a farewell discourses:

(a) Deuteronomy 31-33

(b) Joshua 24

(c) the Testament of the Twelve
Patriarchs (Apocrypha)

(d) John 13-17

(e) Acts 20:17-28

(2) a prediction of imminent death (cf. 11
Timothy)

(3) an admonition of his hearers to keep
on In his tradition



3. The relation between II Peter 2 and Jude

a. There has obviously been some
literary borrowing.

b. The allusion to non-canonical sources
has caused many to reject both Jude and
|1 Peter, yet even | Peter makes allusion
to I Enoch and St Paul even quotes
Greek poets.



4. The book itself claims to be from Peter
the Apostle

a. He isnamed in 1:1. He is called
Symeon Peter.

Peter Is the name given to him by our
Lord Jesus (cf. Matt. 16).

Symeon (not Simon) is rare and unusual.
If someone were trying to write In
Peter’s name the choice of this Semitic
spelling Is very surprising and
counterproductive to pseudonymity.




b. He claims to be an eye-witness to the
transfiguration (cf. Matt. 17:1-8; Mark
9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36) In 1:16-18.

c. He claims to have written a first
Epistle (cf. 3:1), which implies | Peter.



S. Orthodoxy

a. There is nothing in this Epistle which
contradicts NT Apostolic teaching.

b. There are a few unigue items (l.e.
world destroyed by fire and Paul’s
writings seen as Scripture), but nothing
gnostic or adoptionistic or obviously
heretical.



DATE

Church tradition asserts that the Apostle
Peter died In Rome while Nero was
Caesar. Nero instituted persecution
towards Christians in A.D. 64. He killed

himself in A.D. 68.



RECIPIENTS

A. If | Peter is referred to In Il Peter 3:1
then the recipients would be the same
(1.e. morthern Turkey).

B. Il Peter may be a testimonial to
encourage all believers to persevere
under trial, resist false teachers, and live
faithfully in the gospel tradition In
anticipation of the Second Coming.



OCCASION

A. As | Peter addresses persecution and
suffering, Il Peter addresses false
teachers.

B. The exact nature of the false teaching
IS uncertain, but it may be related to
antinomian Gneosticism (cf. 2:1-22; 3:15-
18).

This book uses technical vocabulary
employed by both incipient Gnosticism
and the mystery religions.



Key Verse
20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of

Scripture is of any private
interpretation, %! for prophecy never
came by the will of man, but holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit.

Uald i fpa Cand QUSH 3 gl JS ) Yg) 1A aalle
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(2Pet. 1:20-21).



The Second Epistle of St Peter

The Need to
Grow

(Ch. 1)

True Prophecy
(Ch. 1)

Holiness

The False The Second
Teachers Coming
(Ch. 2) (Ch. 3)
The Second Epistle of St Peter
False Prophecy Prophecy
(Ch. 2) (Ch. 3)
The Second Epistle of St Peter
Heresy Hope
(Ch. 2) (Ch. 3)

(Ch. 1)




“Partakers of the divine nature”

LM dagalal) 518,



Cultivating of Christian Character

(Ch. 1)

The “great and precious promise.”

A5 g galind) 20 gal) Ll b g
(2 Pet. 1:4).

From faith to love.
Transform profession to practice.



Growing in Virtues
(2 Pet.1:5-7)
8 Christian Virtues

Tovirtue  knowledge
knowledge self-

Add to control
your faith

Giving virtue
all
diligence



Growing in Virtues
(2Pet.1:5-7)

T And§to
9 brotherly
godliness kindness
brotherly love
To kindness, )
perseverance

Toself-  godliness,
control

perseverance



Growing in Virtues
(2Pet.1:5-7)




Growing in Virtues
(2Pet.1:5-7)




The False Teachers

(Chapter 2)

They are dangerous.
They arose within the church.
They undermined the confidence of the
believers.
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Condemnation
of the False
Teachers

Destruction
(2:4-9)

Description
(2:10-22)



Their
Condemnation

(2:4-9)

Their Claims
(2:18-20)

Their Methods
(2:1-3)

Their
Character

(2:10-17)

Their Tragedy
of Apostasy

(2:21-22)




Their Methods (2:1-3)

Deception (v. 1)
Denial (v. 1)
Sensuality (V. 2)
Greed (V. 3)

Their Condemnation (2:4-9)

Examples:
The fallen angels (v. 4)
The old world (v. 5)

Sodom and Gomorrah (w. 6, 9)



Their Character (2:10-17)

Their Reviling (2 Peter 2:10-12)

The reason for their reviling (v. 10)
The seriousness of their reviling  (v. 11)
The judgment of their reviling (v. 12)



Their character (2:10-17)
* “Who walk according to the flesh in the lust
of uncleanness.”
*“Despise authority.”
“*“They are presumptuous.”
*“Self-willed.”
“*“They are not afraid to speak evil of
dignitaries.”
“*“Like natural brute beasts made to be
caught and destroyed.”



Their Character (2:10-17)

*“Speak evil of the things they do not
understand.”

“*“They are spots and blemishes.”
“**“Carousing in their own deceptions
while they feast with you.”

‘*“Having eyes full of adultery and that
cannot cease from sin.”

“*“Enticing unstable souls. They have a
heart trained in covetous practices.”



Their Character (2:10-17)

*“They are accursed children.”
*“They have forsaken the right way and

gone astray.”
*“Following the way of Balaam the son

of Beor.”



Their Character (2:10-17)

Images:

» These are wells without water.

» Clouds carried by a tempest.

» For whom is reserved the blackness of
darkness forever.



A. Be mindful
(3:1-7)

B. Be not ignorant
(3:8-10)

The Second

C. Be diligent
(3:11-14)

Coming

(Ch. 3)

D. Beware
(3:15-18)
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(3:1-7) (3:8-10)
The Second
Coming
(Ch. 3)
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Scoffers of the Second Coming

True Knowledge vs. false knowledge

God does not delay:

He is patient:

Shalil) 2 g8 Cuway LaS 028 g (8 ) Waliy Y
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(2 Pet 3:9)



To live lives of holiness,
Steadfastness,
And growth.
b (8 e ¥ g (uia Dy odis | gaa gil ) gaghal
(2 Pet 3:14)
He ended the epistle with an appeal to
growth,
And doxology.
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Spiritual Growth Brings Practical Results (2

Peter 1:8-11)

IF ruitfulness (v. 8). |
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The World Darkens, but the Word Shines (2

Peter 1:19-21)
It is the sure Word (v. 19a).

&#\@JL“J#\M\U&J

It Is the shining Word (v. 19b).
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It is the Spirit-given Word (vv. 20-21).
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