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TH E PRIESTH O O D

Chri s t ,  as  Head of  t he  church   and  
t herefore  t he  O ne  on  w hom t he  w hol e  
body  of  t he  church  depends   ( Eph.  4 :15 ;  
Cor .  1 :14 )   and  as  “H i gh  Pr i es t  of  t he  
good t hi ngs  t ha t  have  come”   ( H eb.  
9 :11 ) ,   chose  a  number  of  men and 
named t hem apos t l es   ( Lk .  6 :13 ; Jn .  
15 :16 ) .   By  t he  ful l  aut hor i t y  t hat  was  
commi t t ed  t o  H i m,   H e  commanded t hem 
t o  go  for t h  and  bapt i ze  peopl e  
everywhere  and t each  t hem t o  observe  
H i s  commandment s   ( Mt .  28 :18 - 20 ) .  
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These  men w ere  t hus  
so l emnl y  se t  apar t ,  
i nves t ed  wi t h  a  cer t a i n  
aut hor i t y ,   and  ent rus ted  
w i t h  t he  t ask  of  
spreadi ng  t he  G ospel  of  
Jesus  Chr i s t   and  
preachi ng  t he  ki ngdom 
of  G od ( Mt .  10 :1 - 7 ) .    
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They  a l one  were  g i ven  t he  power  of  
forgi v i ng  s i ns  or  w i t hhol di ng  
forgi veness  ( Jn .  20 :21 - 23 ) .   For  t he  
proper  ful f i l l ment  of  H i s  t ask  
t hroughout  t he  ages ,   t hese  apos t l es  
appoi nt ed  bi shops  and  pr i es t s  i n  t he  
same manner ,  accordi ng  t o  t he  
sacrament  i ns t i t u t ed  by  our  Lord ,  and  
t hey ,  i n  t urn ,  w ere  succeeded  by  o t hers  
i n  a l l  t he  apos t o l i c  churches  of  
Chr i s t endom.  
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A dherent s  of  some nonapost ol i c
churches  t end  t o  mi ni mi ze  t he  
s i gni f i cance  of  t h i s  sacrament ,   
a rgui ng  t hat  a l l  fa i t hful  members  of  
t he  congregat i on  can  be  cons i dered  
mi ni s t ers  t o  t he  Lord .   I t  i s  ev i dent ,  
however ,  t ha t  bes i des  t he  above -
ment i oned  fac t s  of  t he  di v i ne  
i ns t i t u t i on  of  t h i s  myst ery ,   i t  w as  
essent i a l  t o  have  an  ecc l es i as t i ca l  
s t ruc t ure  w hereby  t he  spi r i t ua l  
w el fare  of  t he  fa i t hful ,  
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t he i r  prot ec t i on  agai ns t  heres i es  and  
unsoud t eachi ngs ,  and  t he  
adm i ni s t ra t i on  of  d i sc i pl i ne  coul d  be  
cons i gned  t o  cer t a i n  t rus t w or t hy  
i ndi vi dual s  a f t er  t he  apos t l es  
t hem sel ves  had  depar t ed  t h i s  l i fe .  P
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Thus ,  t he  apos t l es  ordai ned  bi shops ,  
presbyt ers ,  and  deacons  i n  a l l  t he  
churches  t ha t  t hey  es t abl i shed .   A t  
Je rusa l em  t hey  appoi nt ed  seven  
deacons  by  prayi ng  and  l ayi ng  t he i r  
hands  on  t hem ( A ct s  6 :3 - 6 ) ;   S t .  Paul  
and Barnabas  appoi nt ed  presbyt ers  
and  com m i t t ed  t hem  t o  t he  Lord  ( A ct s  
14 :23 ) ;  S t  Paul  se t  up  Ti m ot hy  as  
b i shop a t  Ephesus ,   exhor t i ng  hi m  not  
t o  negl ec t  t he  spi r i t ua l  g i f t  t ha t  he  
w as  g i ven  under  t he  gui dance  of  
prophecy ,   t hrough t he  l ayi ng - on  of  
hands  of  t he  presbyt ery  ( 1  Tm .  4 :14 ) ,   
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and pr om pt ed  hi m  t o  c onf i de  hi s  ow n 
t eachi ng  i nt o  t he  hands  of  o t her  
c om pet ent  and  t r us t w or t hy  m en.   
L i kew i s e ,  havi ng  nam ed Ti t us  b i s hop  
i n  Cr e t e ,  S t  Paul  i ns t r uc t ed  hi m  t o  
c ar r y  out  h i s  i n t ent i on  i n  s o  doi ng ,  
t ha t  i s ,  t o  s e t  up  pr es byt er s  i n  eac h  
t ow n ( Ti .  1 : 5 ) .  P
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The  t hr eef ol d  s t r uc t ur e  of  t he  
pr i es t hood i s  anal ogous  t o ,   A nd 
r ef l ec t s  t ha t  of ,  t he  angel i c  hos t ,   each  
a l s o  havi ng  i t s  ow n t hr ee  
subdi vi s i ons .   
The  l a t t e r  c ons i s t s  of  :

1 . The  CH ERU BIM  ( Ex .  10 :18 ) ,  t he  
seraphi m  ( I s .  6 : 2 ) ,   and  t he  
t hrones   ( Col .  1 : 16 ) ;    
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2 . D omi ni ons ,  pr i nc i pal i t i es ,   
and  aut hor i t i es   ( Col .  1 : 16 ) ;   

3 . Pow ers   ( I  P t .  3 : 22 ) ,   
A RCH A N G ELS,   and  A N G ELS  
( Rom.  8 :38 ;  1  Thes .  4 :16 ) .  

The  ec c l es i as t i c a l  h i er ar c hy  
i nc l udes  :

1 . Pope  or  pa t r i a rch ,  
met ropol i t an ,   and  bi shop;   

2 . CH O REPISCO PU S,   
prot opresbyt er ( hegumenos ) ,   
and presbyt er  

3 . D eacon ,   subdeacon ,   and  
reader  ( Chant er ) .  
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Perhaps  t he  f i r s t  and  ear l i es t  of  t he  
ear l y  fa t hers  t o  dw el l  upon t hi s  
anal ogy  w as  St  CLEMEN T O F 
A LEXA N D RIA  ( c .  150 - 215 ) :   " I n  t he  
Church  t he  gradat i ons  of  b i shops ,  
presbyt ers ,  and  deacons  happen t o  be  
i mi t a t i ons ,  i n  my opi ni on ,  of  t he  
angel i c  g l ory  and  of  t ha t  a r rangement  
whi ch ,  t he  Scr i pt ures  say ,   awai t s  
t hose  w ho have  fo l l ow ed i n  t he  
foot s t eps  of  t he  A post l es ,   and  w ho 
have  l i ved  i n  per fec t  r i ght eousness  
accordi ng  t o  t he  G ospel "   (  1970 ,  p .  
184 ) .  
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I n  t he  w r i t i ngs  of  t he  ear l y  f a t her s  
t her e  i s  am pl e  ( p l ent y)  ev i denc e  t ha t  
ever  s i nce  t he  apos t o l i c  age ,   t he  
pr i nc i pl e  of  an  or gani zed  pr i es t hood  
w as  c l os e l y  f o l l ow ed.   I n  t he  w or ds  of  
S t  Cl em ent  of  Rom e ( f l .  c .  96 ) ,  "The  
A pos t l es  have  pr eac hed  t he  G os pel  t o  
us  f r om  t he  Lor d  J es us  Chr i s t  .  .  .  t hey  
w ent  f or t h  pr oc l a i m i ng  t ha t  t he  
K i ngdom of  G od w as  a t  hand.   A nd 
t hus  pr eac hi ng  t hr ough c ount r i es  and  
c i t i es ,   They  appoi nt ed  t he  f i r s t  f r u i t s  
( of  t he i r  l abors ) ,   havi ng  f i r s t  proved  
t hem  by  t he  Spi r i t  t o  be  b i s hops  and  
deac ons "   ( 1956 ,  p .  16 ) .  
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Pat r i a rch A rchdeacon

Met ropol i t an  D eacon  
“D i akon ”

Bi shop Sub- D eacon
“Epi - d i akon ”

Hegomen Reader  
“A naghanost os
”

Presbyt er  Psa l t er  
“Psal t os ”

Q ayem

Lai t y

Ranks of the Church 



St  IG N A TIU S,  b i shop of  A nt i och  ( c .  
35 - 107) ,  wrot e  t o  t he  Ephes i ans ,   " I  
exhor t  you  t o  s t udy  t o  do  a l l  t he  
t h i ngs  w i t h  a  d i v i ne  harm ony,   w hi l e  
your  b i shop pres i des  .  .  .   and  your  
presbyt ers  .  .  .  a l ong  w i t h  your  
deacons ,   w ho are  m ost  dear  t o  m e ,   
and  are  ent rus t ed  w i t h  t he  m i ni s t ry  of  
Jesus  Chr i s t . “  
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To t ake  hol y  orders  i s  t o  become a  
m em ber  of  t he  c om m uni t y  t ha t  t he  
Lor d  des i gnat ed  as  t he  "s a l t  o f  t he  
ear t h"  ( Mt .  5 :13 )   and  " t he  l i ght  of  t he  
w or l d"  ( Mt .  5 :14 ) .   I t  i s  nec es s ar y ,  
t her ef or e ,  t ha t  c andi dat es  f or  t he  
pr i es t hood  have  a  genui ne  and  
unmi s t akabl e  voca t i on  for  i t ,   w i t h  no  
m ot i ve  o t her  t han  t o  par t i c i pa t e  f u l l y  
and  w hol ehear t edl y  i n  t he  s ubl i m e   
"servi ce  of  t he  Spi r i t "  ( 2  Cor .  3 : 8 ) .   I t  
i s  bec aus e  of  t h i s  t ha t  Sa i nt  Paul  
w ar ned  Ti m ot hy  agai ns t  has t i l y  
or dai ni ng  unf i t  per s ons  (  1  Tm .  5 :22 ) .  
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Among the early fathers who dealt with the 
subject, Saint Jerome (c. 342-420) grasped the 
essence of priesthood:  "A clergyman . . . must 
first understand what his name means;  and 
then . . . must endeavor to be that which he is 
called.  
For since the Greek word [cleros] means "lot,' or 
"inheritance,'  the clergy are so called either 
because they are the lot of the Lord,  or else 
because the Lord Himself is their lot and 
portion." 
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